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ABSTRACT:Several studies have already documented how Americansand Japa-
nesediffer in both the expressionand perceptionof facial expressionsof emotion in
general, and of smiles in particular. These cultural differences can be linked to
differences in cultural display and decoding rules (Ekman,1972; and Buck, 1984,
respectively).The existenceof thesetypesof rules suggeststhat people of different
cultures may hold different assumptionsabout social-personalitycharacteristics,on
the basis of smiling versus non-smiling faces. We suggestthat Americans have
come to associatemore positive characteristicsto smiling facesthan do the Japa-
nese. We testedthis possibility by presentingAmerican and Japanesejudges with
smiles or neutral faces (i.e., faces with no muscle movement)depicted by both
Caucasianand Japanesemale and female posers.The judgesmadescalarratingsof
each face they viewed on four different dimensions.The findings did indicate that
Americansand Japanesediffered in their judgments, but hot on all dimensions.

Severalstudieshaveshown that Americansand Japanesediffer in both
the expression and perception of facial expressionsof emotion, and of
smiles in particular. Over two decades'ago, fof example, Ekman(1972)
and Friesen(1972) showed how the Japaneseused smiles to mask their
negative feelings in the presenceof a higher-statusexperimenter. In that
study, American andJapanesesubjectsviewed a highly stressfulfilm twice,
first alone, and then a second time with a higher-statusexperimenter.
When alone, the AmericansandJapanesedisplayedthe samefacial config~
urationsof disgust, anger, fear, and sadness.When the experimenterwas
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